THE   HISTORY   OF  SPIRITUALISM

describing the events of their life, and the periodical
literature of the time is full of their exploits.

Ira Erastus Davenport and William Henry Daven-
port were born at Buffalo in the State of New York,
the former on September 17, 1839, and the latter on
February i, 1841. Their father, who was descended
from the early English settlers in America, occupied
a position in the police department of Buffalo, Their
mother was born in Kent, England, and went to
America when a child. Some indications of psychic
gifts were observed in the mother's life. In 1846 the
family were disturbed in the middle of the night by
what they described as " raps, thumps, loud noises,
snaps, crackling noises." This was two years before
the outbreak in the Fox family. But it was the Fox
manifestations which, in this case as in so many others,
led them to investigate and discover their medium-
istic powers.

The two Davenport boys and their sister Eliza-
beth, the youngest of the three, experimented by
placing their hands on a table. Loud and violent
noises were heard and messages were spelt out. The
news leaked abroad, and as with the Fox girls, hun-
dreds of curious and incredulous people flocked to the
house. Ira developed automatic writing, and handed
to those present messages written with extraordinary
rapidity and containing information he could not
have known. Levitation quickly followed, and the
boy was floated in the air above the heads of those in
the room at a distance of nine feet from the floor.
Next, the brother and sister were influenced in the
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